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THREE NGO LEGAL APPEALS BEFORE THE EUROPEAN COURT OF JUSTICE 

 TO ANNUL THE EU DOWNLISTING 
 

Two legal NGO Appeals before the European Court of Justice (Case T-563/25; Case T-634/24) to annul 
the downlisting of wolf  submitted by Green Impact and Others. A third legal Appeal  to the EUCJ (T-
634/25): Case T-634/25: Action brought on 16 September 2025 – GzSdW v Parliament and Others;  
 
 

SCIENTIST DECLARATIONS AGAINST EU DOWNLISTING 
 

● 2024; IUCN  (downlisting is not based on science) 
● 2024;  IUCN/SSC-Large Carnivore Initiative (downlisting is not based on science) 
● 2024;  700 signatures of Scientists (downlisting is not based on science) 
● 2000 Signatures of Scientists pro-Green Deal and to maintain the Habitats 

Directive. 
 
 

MORTALITY OF WOLVES 

 
Smith, J.A., López-Bao, J.V., Chapron, G. (2025). Patterns and determinants of 
mortality in grey wolves (Canis lupus): a global review. Mammal Review. 
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Case%20T-563/25
https://greenimpact.it/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/OJ_C_202500922_EN_TXT.pdf
Case%20T-634/25:%20Action%20brought%20on%2016%20September%202025%20–%20GzSdW%20v%20Parliament%20and%20Others
Case%20T-634/25:%20Action%20brought%20on%2016%20September%202025%20–%20GzSdW%20v%20Parliament%20and%20Others
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:C_202506186
https://iucn.org/news/202412/concerns-over-eus-wolf-downlisting-proposal
https://greenimpact.it/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Nov.-2024.-Statement-LCIE.-WOLVES.pdf
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/13Y4fuG3OpUKY7Wtw9Y2dMbfpBVeGuyMy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JB9HvKeQvoU1OIYgHAj20xl6Z2yFAR6FpxNlDXCLD0E/edit?tab=t.0
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SOME CITIZEN SURVEYS 

 

2020 | FR, DE, IT, ES, PL, FI | Eurogroup for Animals / Savanta ComRes | Opinion poll | 

Strong majority supports strict protection; opposition to killing | 

http://www.comresglobal.com/polls/eurogroup-for-animals-wolf-protection-research/ ; 

https://www.lav.it/news/sondaggio-eurogroup-for-animals-lupo-2020 

2023 | Germany (rural areas) | Tierschutzbund + HSI Europe | National survey (rural focus) | 

Rural populations support wolf protection; low fear; rejection of widespread culling | 

https://www.tierschutzbund.de/news/umfrage-landbevoelkerung-wolfsschutz-2023 ; 

https://www.hsi.org/news-media/umfrage-landbevoelkerung-wolfsschutz-2023/ 

2023 | EU-wide | European Commission | In-depth analysis | Public attitudes increasingly 
favourable to wolves | https://environment.ec.europa.eu/news/in-depth-analysis-wolf-eu-

2023-12-21_en ; https://policycommons.net/artifacts/pc86ch4 

2024 | France | Ipsos for One Voice | National opinion poll | Majority does not fear wolves; 

sees them as important for biodiversity; rejects killing | https://one-voice.fr/en/blog/survey-

on-french-opinion-on-wolves-2024/ 

2020 | France | Fondation Droit Animal (LFDA) | National opinion poll | 84% support strict 

protection of the wolf | https://fondation-droit-animal.org/sondage-protection-loup-2020/ 

2019–2023 | Germany | BfN (Naturbewusstsein) | National nature awareness surveys | Stable 

acceptance of wolves; high ecological value attributed | 

https://www.bfn.de/publikationen/naturbewusstsein-2023 ; 

https://www.bmu.de/publikation/naturbewusstsein-2019 

Various years | German Länder | Regional authorities | Regional surveys | Support for 

coexistence; low fear; preference for non-lethal measures | (links vary by Land) 

2014–2023 | Sweden | Naturvårdsverket (Swedish Environmental Protection Agency) | 

National attitudes surveys | Majority supports having wolves in Sweden; regional variation in 

acceptance | https://www.naturvardsverket.se (specific survey links available by year) 

2015–2023 | Finland | Luke (Natural Resources Institute Finland) | National attitudes surveys | 

Majority supports coexistence; fear decreasing over time | https://www.luke.fi 

2017–2022 | Norway | Norwegian Environment Agency | National survey on large carnivores 

| National majority supports maintaining a wolf population; regional differences | 

https://www.miljodirektoratet.no 

Various years | Spain (Castilla y León, Asturias, Galicia) | Regional governments / research 
institutes | Regional surveys | Support for coexistence with strong regional differences | Links 

vary by region 

Various years | Portugal | ICNF (Instituto da Conservação da Natureza e das Florestas) | 

National and regional surveys | High acceptance of wolves; strong support for conservation | 

https://www.icnf.pt 
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2014–2023 | Slovenia | University of Ljubljana / LIFE projects | National attitudes surveys | 

Strong support for coexistence; high trust in scientific management | 

https://www.lifewolfalps.eu 

2014–2023 | Croatia | University of Zagreb / LIFE projects | National survey | Majority 

supports wolf conservation; acceptance higher in non‑rural areas | 

https://www.lifewolfalps.eu 

Various years | Romania | WWF Romania / LIFE projects | National and regional surveys | 

High acceptance of wolves; strong cultural tolerance | https://wwf.ro 

Various years | Bulgaria | BALKANI Wildlife Society | National survey | Majority supports 

wolf presence; low fear | https://balkani.org 

         

KEY EU COURT OF JUSTICE: SOME  CASES ABOUT WOLVES AND HABITATS 
DIRECTIVE; 

 

Wolf cases (Spain, Austria, Estonia) on  in its 2024 judgments on the cases (C601/22; 

C436/22; C-629/23); vs Austria and Spain and Estonia, the European Court of Justice 

confirmed the need to maintain strict protection in that countries and that the need to 

ensure a favorable conservation status of the wolf prevails over socio-economic 

considerations; furthermore, the wolf cannot be designated as a huntable species at 

regional level when its conservation status at national level is unfavorable; Ecological 

standards flowing from the Directive’s Favorable Conservation Status definition are 

non-negotiable and may not be adjusted for reasons of social and economic conflicts.   

Arie Trouwborst (2026), “Favourable conservation status: EU Court clarifies crucial 

yardstick for wildlife preservation and restoration in wave of wolf cases”, RECIEL.  Link 

: https://lnkd.in/dc-7MQRC 

 

 

EU SUBSIDIES TO FUND PREVENTION AND COMPENSATION ASSOCIATED TO 

PREDATION 

 

Systems to prevent predation by wolves work and are subsidised  (CAP/ FEARS; 

LIFE+) in Europe with tens of millions of euros per year, with EU funds as part of the 

'coexistence' policy, but they are rarely used by the agricultural world, which prefers 

to generate alarmism by crying 'wolf'.   Examples,  among many:  

 
● (Italy)  Piedmont Region, second half of 2025, financial allocation +500,000 

euros 

https://lnkd.in/dc-7MQRC
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/nature-and-biodiversity/habitats-directive/large-carnivores/eu-large-carnivore-platform/eu-funding-and-large-carnivores_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/nature-and-biodiversity/habitats-directive/large-carnivores/eu-large-carnivore-platform/eu-funding-and-large-carnivores_en
https://bandi.regione.piemonte.it/contributifinanziamenti/danni-causati-dalle-predazioni-da-grandi-carnivori-al-patrimonio-0
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● (Spain) Asturias – Ayudas PDR 2024 wolf damage prevention; year 2024, 
100% EU Funds (EAFRD); € 1.200.000 
https://www.asturias.es/portal/site/webasturias/menuitem 

● France – Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes (AURA), 2024 EU funding (FEADER): 

€3.5 million.  This is the amount allocated in 2024 for wolf-damage 

prevention measures (fences, dogs, enclosures) under the regional FEADER 

envelope. 

● (Sweden) Västra Götaland, EU funding (EAFRD): €1.05 million This is the 2024 

allocation for predator-deterring fences under the Swedish Rural Development 
Programme. 

 
 

LITERATURE AND REPORTS 

● LIFE WolfAlps EU & Alpine Convention – “common agricultural policy (cap) and 
prevention of damages caused by large carnivores” (april 2024)  
 

● In 2020, cattle and sheep production received €8 billion of EU subsidies through 
CAP ( Common Agriculture Policy). The meat and dairy sectors together 
benefited from around 39 billion euros (77 percent of CAP funds and 23 percent 
of the entire EU budget for 2020) 
Source: https://www.eunews.it/en/2026/02/19/cap-funding-meat-vegetables-
foodrise/ 
 

● Randi, E., Jansman, H., Kusak, J., Pacifici, M., Piovesan, G., Saarma, U., 
Schmidt, K., & Werhahn, G. (2025). Restore strict protection for wolves in 
Europe. Science 390(6772), 452–453 
 

● 2025, Appeal by associations to the European Court of Justice for the 
annulmentof the downgrading of the wolf decided by the EU 
 

● 2024, Appeal by associations to the European Court of Justice for the 
annulmentof the downgrading of the wolf to the Bern Convention promoted by 
the EUCouncil  
 

● 2025 Appeal by associations at the EUCJ:   Case T-634/25: Action brought on 
16 September 2025 – GzSdW v Parliament and Others 
 

● Tomma, G. (2024, January 24). Plan to allow wolf hunting in Europe to spare 
livestock could backfire, some scientists say. Science News. Retrieved 
from: https://www.science.org/content/article/plan-allow-wolf-hunting-europe-
protectlivestock-could-backfire-some-scientists-say 
 

● Alessandrini C., Piccirilli A., Ecotti D., Romito F. (2025).  I am not afraid of the 
wolf APS, 27 November 2025 Wolf (Canis lupus) mortalityin Italy in the period 
2019–2023.  
 

● Thomas D. Gable, Sean M. Johnson-Bice, Austin T. Homkes, John Fieberg, 
Joseph K. Bump; Wolves alter the trajectory of forests by shaping the central 
place foragingbehaviour of an ecosystem engineer. Proc Biol Sci 1 November 
2023; 290 (2010):20231377. 

https://www.asturias.es/portal/site/webasturias/menuitem
https://tracking.launchmetrics.com/?ref=LhQAAN5zai5X1wmcBAXDXa4XyaQA_MMFAQAAAIJSxZcxnQP5jX9sHzuT6Pm_i7k5G7WYiAamMdVh-cu4L42Q6exF20noJEdNyHdzd9uDCb0GNXhxbe87_7dO1GUfcT25WduBAFyLDsNQHhA02hvV9oQqNho45n2dksTOqzj3i9qLkvZk56Z8y1jLBFxhRWd4sUrZ94qVkyphY7dXLHalwTB-IeOg0zf6aJz88E_rpVCy0-y3PdmP59JtLI6VaawG8MP_1vo3mTums6iuF4BWDe__A9C9blTV0wUC-kWtSgrEKkNWnUp1vbzXl7hO5_o90CntfLlsv0zUXd6x04Y5JtYzsyy7yjYpcv0XXGi2VaK8AjmZ4fv7VPr1EY1oSOZXv8xGiiK7rqM7bK1_wdaedEudkz2iIFeJYVQCxL_wvFU2r8GbKmIMZLAT5Yo
https://tracking.launchmetrics.com/?ref=LhQAAN5zai5X1wmcBAXDXa4XyaQA_MMFAQAAAIJSxZcxnQP5jX9sHzuT6Pm_i7k5G7WYiAamMdVh-cu4L42Q6exF20noJEdNyHdzd9uDCb0GNXhxbe87_7dO1GUfcT25WduBAFyLDsNQHhA02hvV9oQqNho45n2dksTOqzj3i9qLkvZk56Z8y1jLBFxhRWd4sUrZ94qVkyphY7dXLHalwTB-IeOg0zf6aJz88E_rpVCy0-y3PdmP59JtLI6VaawG8MP_1vo3mTums6iuF4BWDe__A9C9blTV0wUC-kWtSgrEKkNWnUp1vbzXl7hO5_o90CntfLlsv0zUXd6x04Y5JtYzsyy7yjYpcv0XXGi2VaK8AjmZ4fv7VPr1EY1oSOZXv8xGiiK7rqM7bK1_wdaedEudkz2iIFeJYVQCxL_wvFU2r8GbKmIMZLAT5Yo
https://tracking.launchmetrics.com/?ref=LhQAAK4q3yf7YJWZ-L1LTXnH7ucqlBNwAQAAAIJSxZcxnQP5jX9sHzuT6Pm_i7k5G7WYiAamMdVh-cu4L42Q6exF20noJEdNyHdzd9uDCb0GNXhxbe87_7dO1GUfcT25WduBAFyLDsNQHhA0mA1pH5Bv3MB731rvFM-G61UBwyynLwz9W8kah5FQkA8wNxqx0drC9Kv6uMl37QOM40SUJ4ajTohUzScPGxR1nfrIdAZukvWnjP1m8qSNOrDO2qCIG8iJkVYqZF3y5npCUNuosdRfJ6UOCLMNx8oO96S0mz0SikTWjV8PacyY9du0Aq4nJw6JcRZrdDcbeBaccPOBISezGvV1KLEiy0v37g
https://tracking.launchmetrics.com/?ref=LhQAAK4q3yf7YJWZ-L1LTXnH7ucqlBNwAQAAAIJSxZcxnQP5jX9sHzuT6Pm_i7k5G7WYiAamMdVh-cu4L42Q6exF20noJEdNyHdzd9uDCb0GNXhxbe87_7dO1GUfcT25WduBAFyLDsNQHhA0mA1pH5Bv3MB731rvFM-G61UBwyynLwz9W8kah5FQkA8wNxqx0drC9Kv6uMl37QOM40SUJ4ajTohUzScPGxR1nfrIdAZukvWnjP1m8qSNOrDO2qCIG8iJkVYqZF3y5npCUNuosdRfJ6UOCLMNx8oO96S0mz0SikTWjV8PacyY9du0Aq4nJw6JcRZrdDcbeBaccPOBISezGvV1KLEiy0v37g
https://tracking.launchmetrics.com/?ref=LhQAAKtFzgpmvPU81K8VlX2uIfUkaUxcAQAAAIJSxZcxnQP5jX9sHzuT6Pm_i7k5G7WYiAamMdVh-cu4L42Q6exF20noJEdNyHdzd9uDCb0GNXhxbe87_7dO1GUfcT25WduBAFyLDsNQHhA0w6FJyZm6LgY0H7vZiZjn-XPWqPtmFHM6_3QL5zDWiProqVXGLgJRDZteWrwv2si_MXkxSm3z_IRig_0PFYQV3_xatYAOoV7pCbQAIMI9a_j9xoU7eetFY56th4t-q0-VKqWig_FONHGkRc4nPclT4w
https://tracking.launchmetrics.com/?ref=LhQAAKtFzgpmvPU81K8VlX2uIfUkaUxcAQAAAIJSxZcxnQP5jX9sHzuT6Pm_i7k5G7WYiAamMdVh-cu4L42Q6exF20noJEdNyHdzd9uDCb0GNXhxbe87_7dO1GUfcT25WduBAFyLDsNQHhA0w6FJyZm6LgY0H7vZiZjn-XPWqPtmFHM6_3QL5zDWiProqVXGLgJRDZteWrwv2si_MXkxSm3z_IRig_0PFYQV3_xatYAOoV7pCbQAIMI9a_j9xoU7eetFY56th4t-q0-VKqWig_FONHGkRc4nPclT4w
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